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Abstract: This paper scrutinizes the business world in La Comédie humaine. This world becomes a
metaphor for the unpredictability of social transformations, a battlefield of risk and immorality,
which Balzac uses to express his ironic vision of contemporary society and near-history. A rise in
moral fluidity pushes the boundaries of post-Romantic individualism, against a backdrop of social
mobility and the rise of the stock market.
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