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Abstract: In this article, we tackle the link between economic models and realist writing. Through a
reading of La Curée by Zola and Bel-Ami by Maupassant, we deploy two variations of a modelling of
the real : experimentation and exemplarity. Distinguishing itself from the creation of univocal
models of economic science, literature relates a prognostic model, aiming at speculative scenarios,
with an imitative model, entering into dialogue with contemporary economic knowledge.
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