
Classiques Garnier

Journals  Literatures  Journal of French Literary History› ›

Voltaire and the brochure: The stakes of the
ephemeral

Publication type: Journal article

Journal: Revue d'Histoire littéraire de la France
3 – 2021, 121e année, n° 3. varia

Author: Cronk (Nicholas)

Abstract: While the brochure is an ephemeral product, it plays a leading role in the literary quarrels
of the eighteenth century. Voltaire's predilection for this widely devalued medium allows us to
discover a little-known aspect of his literary strategies, and testifies to his great mastery of the
tools at his disposal to advance the cause of reason. This is not the least of the paradoxes of a man
who otherwise venerated the great authors of the “siècle de Louis XIV.”
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