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Abstract: The metaphor of the “literary chiffonnier’ has been used to designate a non-legitimized
population of “small journalists” from the literary bohéme of the 1840s. Not only did these small-
press journalists invert the stigma by viewing the chiffonnieras an allegorical figure of their
journalistic activity (the reporting of “modern life,” writing about the city), but they also had a
practice of collecting urban markings and of textual recycling.
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