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Abstract: At the heart of “realism” beginning in the 1850s, the laying claim to seriousness entails in
reality a number of very different strategies and constitutes in a number of respects a
hermeneutical trap: a stance rather than a credo, the serious side of realism never seems far from a
joke or parody, although “the spirit” that moves them may not be reducible to these motives. This
study’s goal is to restore to seriousness the complexity of a “movement” where mystification is an
essential mechanism, without being an end in itself.
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