
Classiques Garnier

Journals  Social Science  Journal of Religious History and Philosophy› ›

Allegory as the Foundation of Christian Exegesis
(Medieval Exegesis)

Publication type: Journal article

Journal: Revue d'Histoire et de Philosophie religieuses
2022 – 4, 102e année, n° 4. varia

Author: Dahan (Gilbert)

Abstract: Christian exegesis of the Bible has its foundation in Gal 4:22-26: Paul’s words are the basis
for an allegorical approach, whereas the parable was typical both of rabbinic and of Jesus’ own
exegesis. After a study of medieval lexicons, we examine the exegesis of Galatians from the early
Middle Ages to the 15th century, including commentaries from the 12th and 13th centuries. Finally,
we ask the question whether the methods of academic exegesis led or not to a decline in allegory
from the end of the 13th century.
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