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Abstract: Andreas Osiander, author of an essay in defence of the Jews, continued to use anti-Jewish
motives and denied Jews an equal position in society. Should his friendly attitude towards Jews be
questioned? A comparison of his texts with Luther’s anti-Jewish statements shows that he used
apparently anti-Jewish motives to exonerate Jews. Setting aside anachronistic judgements, Osiander,
in the context of the sixteenth century, proves to be a friend of the Jews.
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