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Abstract: In Proust’s early fiction, one plot point is commonly found that rarely crops up in his later
work: dying young and in the grip of passion. Providing the same critical attention to the short
stories published in Les Plaisirs et les Jours, Proust’s discarded short stories, and those found in draft
form, we can identify a shared core, which is most often a death freeing the subject from
sometimes unbearable romantic tension.
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