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Abstract: Joseph Périgot’s letter in Côté de Guermantes II appears as a rather isolated piece that
finds its value, especially its comic value, within itself. In fact, it is at the center of a dense allusive
network that includes several literary works of the nineteenth century, such as Edgar Allan Poe’s
“The Purloined Letter.” By shedding light on these allusions, and by demonstrating the relationships
between the “alluded” works and various episodes from Proust’s novel, we can reconstruct the
elements of an allusive autofictional narrative.
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