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Abstract: The recurrent comparison of Bossuet and Fléchier is based on divergent preaching ideals.
Their double portrait, which belongs to the tradition of “parallels”, offers a concrete way of
understanding the two types of « great eloquence », vehement or elegant, which 18th-century
authors often oppose. Supporting one or the other therefore becomes a way of expressing general
rhetorical and stylistic views, a dichotomy which illuminates some aspects of the aesthetic debates
during the first half of the 18th century.
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