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Abstract: La Fortune des Rougon presents the insurgents of 1851 in an antithetical manner. While
the principal narrative retraces their battle benevolently, insisting on their nobility during the
December days, the novel also perpetuates the darker legends surrounding them through the
medium of bourgeois characters, and describes them as monstrous assassins. With the same event
provoking opposing images and interpretations, naturalism also engages with perspectives on
reality and their political uses.
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