
Classiques Garnier

Collections  Acts and Collective Works  Encounters› ›

Sade et la figure du pauvre

Publication type: Article from a collective work

Collective work: Pauvres et pauvreté en Europe à l’époque moderne (XVI -XVIII  siècle)

Author: Jolivet (Vincent)

Abstract: Libertinage implies wealth, but the poor abound in the works of Sade. Their misfortune
contrasts with the destiny of the rich, and illustrates the conflict at the heart of society. It justifies
the refusal of law, and does not prevent ascending trajectories, as long as one turns to crime, like it
feeds the cruel fantasies of the privileged, removed from any sort of compassion or charity.
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