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Abstract: Starting with a mapping of experiences of pleasure in Arthur Rimbaud’s 1870 poems, this
essay ponders the question of how and to what extent, every enjoyment can imply ambiguous forms
of emancipation, especially in times of budding revolution. By way of illustration and conclusion, this
essay juxtaposes three figures : Toussaint Louverture, the leader of the insurgent slaves of the Saint
Domingue Revolution, Ogoun, the Voodoo god of the forge, and Rimbaud’s poem The Blacksmith.
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