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Abstract: Rimbaud has long been a pretext for intellectual conflicts whose end result is to eclipse or
foreclose readings of his texts. It might just be time to put forward an interpretative framework
more attentive to their strict textuality. Yet, we might first need to tarry with a more fundamental
question : what is it that makes this œuvre such an historically important literary phenomenon ?
What individual and collective circumstances make the emergence of this literary phenomenon
possible ?
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