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Abstract: The Memoranda and Barbey d’Aurevilly’s correspondence can be read as some of the
foundational texts of elegance, a subject to which the author dedicated an article signed
Maximilienne de Syrène. These autobiographical texts reveal the writer’s preoccupation with
clothing and behavior, through which the concern for appearance takes on meaning. On this other
side of the public sphere, the cape is bestowed with ontological significance.
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