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Abstract: This article investigates the presence of Paolo Sarpi in the French libertine milieu of the
seventeenth century. References in the libertine texts show that the Venetian friar was an author
read and appreciated in this milieu. Moreover, Sarpi and the libertine philosophers offer a similar
caustic and disruptive interpretation of religion. However, it is worth analysing how the French
libertines read Sarpi: from this analysis emerges the image of an authentic “libertine friar.”
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