Classiques Garnier

Journals > Social Science > Libertinism and Philosophy in the Classical Period (16th-18th
Century)

2021, n" 18

Libertinage

et philosophie

a I'époque classique (XVI-XVIIIE siecle)
Lusage de la

les martérialistes

des XVI, XVIE
et XVIII© siecles

Clarifying a vague idea
Being in general, from Malebranche to 18th century French materialists

Publication type: Journal article

Journal: Libertinage et philosophie a I'époque classique (xvie-xviie siecle)
2021, n° 18. L'usage de la métaphysique chez les matérialistes des xvi¢, xvii® et xvii® siecles

Author: Ferraro (Angela)

Abstract: | focus on the concept of being in general in order to highlight an interesting aspect of the
history of Malebranchism. After reconsidering the status of Malebranche’s thinking on this point, |
set out to describe the emergence of two major interpretive options among his French readers in
the first half of the 18th century. This aims to provide a better understanding of how classical
metaphysics may have been subject to unexpected transformations rather than being rejected as
an obsolete device.
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