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Abstract: While Gambetta held the presidency for thirty-three months, his biographers privilege his
functions at the head of the national defence, then the “great ministry”. The Republicans privilege
the Chamber and the presidency. Despite his attempts at impartiality, Gambetta is considered the
leader of the majority; he is contested by radicals and moderates who reproach him for his
“dictatorship”. “Absolute parliamentary government” is collegial and limits the presidency of the
Chamber to the chairing of debates.
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