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Abstract: The article deals with the evolution of J.-B. Say’s ideas about economic science, through
the successive editions of his Traité d’économie politique, his courses and his Cours complet.
According to Say, political economy is a component of the sciences morales et politiques which
reaches, thanks to the experimental method, a comparable statute with that of the natural science.
However, political economy is also and especially a practical science, “la science du pot-au-feu”.
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