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Abstract: The French word "literature" is not self-evident when it is examined historically. One has
only to trace its occurence across our patrimonial lexicography to understand this. When one
compares "literature" and "let(t)retre" is texts written prior to the seventeenth century, and then
tackles the Dictionaries by Godefroy and Huguet, one begins to understand that the word
"literature" was actually associated with a series of concepts which change and/or disappear with
each passing century.
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