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Abstract: The language spoken by the people in the sixteenth century is characterised differently by
a number of different writers, from Calvin to Bouhours and Malherbe. The “holy ignorance” of the
people was sometimes defended by the religious. The study describes this conception and its
evolution over the course of the century, as well as the rapport between popular language and
poetry at the time of the quarrel which pitted J. Du Bellay against B. Aneau.
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