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Abstract: In order to appreciate Pierre Jean Jouve’s prolific translation work, one must bear in mind
that he did not know any foreign languages. He used literal translations by collaborators, such as his
unassuming wife, the psychoanalyst Blanche Reverchon. One must also understand his poetics: his
translations benefit from his marvelous ability to superimpose images and the music of phonemes
in order to evoke what cannot be said with words. Some readers pick this up, but not all.
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