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Abstract: The historical novella, which is concerned above all with the event or historical fact, is
treated differently in L’Enlevement de la redoute and Le Corps de garde russe. In Mérimée's work,
the character, not yet the hero, is shown immersed in violence and buried in the unintelligibility of
events. In the work of Vigny, meanwhile, the account is dictated by an obsession with parricide; it
immediately demonises the figure of the Napoleonic father, and moves firmly into psychodrama.
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