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Abstract: This article examines the kinship and oppositions between Fontenelle’s thought and that
of the Marquise du Châtelet. According to the testimony of handwritten notes and the outline of a
possible future preface, written by the Marquise before she completed her Institutions de physique,
Fontenelle was a model for Madame Du Châtelet, who made use of his praise and scientific writings.
At the same time, she was critical of Fontenelle’s refusal to accept scientific paradigm shifts.
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