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Abstract: Taking an interest in the work of Cyrano, nineteenth-century bibliophiles disagreed with
the judgments of Boileau and Voltaire and emphasized his intellectual boldness. Nodier made him a
visionary materialist and P. Lacroix made him Gassendi’s most inventive disciple. At the end of the
century, the first historiographers of the libertine movement thought he had played a special role in
the spread of atheistic materialism. Perrens saw in his style a crucial subversive mechanism rather
than something ornamental.
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