Classiques Garnier

Collections » History, art history > History of Technology

I’Histoire de la
construction /
Construction History

Relevé d’un chantier européen /
Survey of a European Building Site

Tome 11

Sous la direction d'Antonio Becchi,
Robert Carvais et Joél Sakarovitch

™ CLASSIQUES
@ GARNIER

Looking for an Equilibrium Point
Wilson, Machiavelli and the King of Siam

Publication type: Article from a collective work

Collective work: L'Histoire de la construction / Construction History. Tome Il. Relevé d’un chantier
européen / Survey of a European Building Site

Author: Becchi (Antonio)

Abstract: What is architectura? What is construction? The architect described by Vitruvius in De
architectura must know geometry, optics, gnomonic, etc. but, in order to transform ideas into
buildings, he also must be able to guide and judge craftsmen, technicians and scientists, who know
more than he does in their own fields of knowledge. he paper gives some glimpses of the
disquisitions on fabrica and ratiocinatio, up to the analytical turn of mechanics.
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