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Abstract: From Melegnano (1515) to Pavie (1525), from panegyrical glory to criticism, Letters plays
a double soundboard role. In the early 16th century sources addressing the French Wars for the
control of Lombardy, the duchy of Milan was one of the best places for royal imaginary construction.
On the battlefield, King Francis and the French nobility could be totally themselves: superiors,
vanquishers and united. However, the disaster of Pavia destroyed the dream.
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