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Abstract: This contribution compares the topic of exposure in the libertine novel of Crebillon fils, The
Happy Orphans (1754), and Mrs. Riccoboni’s sentimental novels, Letters of Sophie de Valliere (1772)
and Letters of Lord Rivers (1776). Recurring patterns, transformations and diversions may be
traced, revelatory of the processes and the evolution of an « exposure littérature » that was a
cornerstone of the the eighteenth-century Romancie.
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