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Abstract: At first glance, Octave Mirbeau is not a writer compatible with Vichy. However, his play
Les affaires sont les affaires was adapted in 1942. Léopold Marchand, the screenwriter, was in fact
more instrumental than the director, Jean Dréville, in this adaptation. Yet, Leopold Marchand was not
mentioned in the credits, probably because his wife was Jewish. Though faithful to the denunciation
of capitalism in the play, he suppresses the themes of the fatherland, the family and the Church, in
order to make it a work which promotes Vichy ideology.
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