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Abstract: Of the epistolary relationship between Prosper Mérimée and Paul Lacroix, the “bibliophile
Jacob,” only the active correspondence of Mérimée remains. Despite shared activities and networks,
their exchanges, like their occasional collaborations, reveal a distance maintained by the historical
monuments inspector from the polymath man of letters who is nonetheless the author of the note
on Léonor Mérimée in Michaud’s Biographie universelle.
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