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Abstract: Anna Maria van Schurman, until she joined the Labadists, was thought brilliant but modest.
A recently unearthed poem by her, excoriating Hugo Grotius for seeking to reconcile Protestants and
Catholics, queries this view. Analyzing the poem and its context lets us probe her conflict about
engaging in religious controversy. Her conflict’s resolution occurred when she found, in her last
decade, a new polemical voice in joining the leadership of the radical Reformed movement led by
Jean de Labadie.
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