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Abstract: In his classic work Histoire des marionnettes en Europe (1852), Charles Magnin offered
little evidence that religious puppets were widely used in the Middle Ages. But his claim has become
an accepted truth among historians. This article aims to demonstrate the validity of Magnin’s
hypothesis through an analysis of the use of figures that can be construed as puppets in various
liturgical ceremonies of the Easter season: Palm Sunday, Good Friday, Easter and Ascension.
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