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Abstract: Why did Duke Rudolf of Upper Bavaria kidnap his mother, brother and the steward of the
family in the castle of Schiltberg in the summer 1302? Besides political reasons, some more
psychological motives are examined. Rudolf might have inherited his father’s inclination towards
uncontrolled emotional violence, when he accused his mother of infidelity. Also the possibility of the
so-called “Jacob and Esau-Syndrom” is discussed as a possible background for the abduction.
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