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Abstract: The Middle English Floris and Blancheflour has survived in four medieval manuscripts,
including the famous Auchinleck manuscript. The text’s appearance in volumes like Auchinleck, and
its wide publication across Europe well into the 1600s, confirms the narrative’s enduring commercial
capital. However, no English printer published the text. This study explores why the fledgling English
publishing trade set aside this previously “good bet”, despite readily printing other metrical
romances.
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