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Abstract: The present contribution examines the different readings conveyed by by binomial
structures NP1 of NP2 where the first element is a body-part noun and the second one is a noun
denoting a human at a particular life-stage (peau de bébé, main d’enfant, cœur d’adolescent, etc.).
Based on empirical data, this exploratory study mainly seeks to find out whether there are names of
body parts that appear preferentially at a given age and what the lexical modalities associated with
the structure are.
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