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Abstract: Montaigne’s interest in the strange and disconcerting flow of his own thoughts opens up
the prospect of a comprehensive “redescription” of the Essais within a cognitive perspective,
focusing on the embodied character of his thought-processes at the thematic and the expressive
level ; the relation between reflective and pre-reflective modes ; the role of the counterfactual
imagination ; and the need for a constant activity of attunement to mitigate the effects of an
endemic cognitive dissonance.
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